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Case Il.—W. C., of Guilford, Vermont, about 12 years, 
of Dr. Erastus Root, was affected in the scuntsor of 1880 with a 


ribs separated, and bulgi whet them. We decided that there was 
matter ‘within the cavity 

by an operation. _ The patient’s is bj 
we could give assurance of acure. This we pr bok 


indeed, did we feel justified to give half the encouragement of aor 
hat subsoquent experince has’ taught me to have in such cases I de 


of Sir On Cooper, that entesis thoracis may 


may be, end pro bly is, lest inte casey out of for, owing 
inefficient subsequent treatment. i 


for him. Nature pursued her own course without our aid or 
obstruction. In the course of twelve or fourteen days the abandoned 
sufferer commenced vomiting and ng a aden: matter, which con- 


towards its lower hed, No other appearance of special conse- — 
excited our attention. 
__ In this instance, had the matter been discharged by an artificial open- 


Vide Coopers Lacars, Vol pags 18. 


Washburn of Vernon, Arms of Northfield, Massachusetts, and myself, 
examination, in the presence of Dana Hyde, M.D., of Guillorc am 
‘a sma or ung a pus. 


of ions for 


ing made between the ribs, in the usual empyema, 
at the time of the medical counsel, and the cavity of the thorax then, 
liquid, tient an invigorating course icine, 
prion exceedingly ot ‘that he would have recovered. In 
fact, this would have been the only judicious course, and the one which 
our to the patient, had we known it, required us to let him have. 
Such was the quantity of matter as shown by the enlargement of the side 
and such the state of the patient, that no reasonable was entertal 
no probability of a successful event, ’ 
between the ribs. If a disease be of an inevitabl ane Sane, Demers 
requires a medical man to obviate every iable evil, and render li 
as agreeable and death as easy as possible. In violation of these sym- 
pathetic and generous feelings, which ought to actuate every man, espe- 
elt by ther physicians to rope their lonely way to the grave, 
@ pain t was probably a view such inhumanity w ippo- 
* in whose soul, iets Gnd and 


and 

when turned 

right side of the sternum ; no 

ven on per- 

sisti Bass, E. 

ptoms were 

cle wa cate agents, and to give digitalis, both to diminish the 
frequency of the pulse and to promote absorption. If the symptoms 
urgest, it was determined to ‘evacuste the ietier by Opore- 
tion. In a week, he discharged from his bowels a large quantity 
of matter of a doubtful appearance. The enlargement of the side‘sub- 
sided, the heart returned to its natural situation, and the child was very 
much exhausted. He ad w any 


= si0 
Dat was nd in the course o ms long litte 0 a 
| jeving the sick ’—to be so solicitous in regard 
| to the qualifications of a young inan intended for the practice of medicine. 
| «Does he sufr,” ssid ‘he, wit the suderogs o others ? Does he 
- fellow mortals ? You may reasonably infer that he will then be passion- 
ately devoted to an art that will instruct him in what to afford them relief?’ 
: ‘Case IV.—James W. W., son of Henry Waterhouse of Middlebu- 
> Ba April 1824, whea nine months old, after some indisposition, was 
to have a and inflammation left side, Not long 
which suppurated, was opened, and healed. ot 
he was found to have difficulty of breathing, especially when in a recum- 
| 
| 


Empyema, 


January 26th, 1833.—He has not been in good health till recently, 

and now a slight exertion in running or walking causes ire 

rapidly. There is no perceptible i 

sides of the thorax. With stethoscope, the right’ side. 

healthy and distinct. The left gives a feeble murmur above the nip 

the clavicle ; below, no respiratory murmur is audible, either anterior 
teriorly. There is no pectoriloquism in any part of the chest. 


ig is probably mositl oyna ed if it were ed by the process 
of ileeration, the probebility have fallen 


Case V.—April, 1829. H.W. Nichols, aged 3 years; son of A. 
E. Nichols of Middlebury, had jmeumonia five or six weeks since, and 
has not yet regained his ordinary health. His are 
dyspnea, constant but much augmented when an is to 
e bim on his right side ; indeed, he constantly lies on bis left. The 
side of the thorax is protuberant, which by admeasurement is an inch 
further fromthe prominent processes of the spine to the centre of the 
sternum, than the other side. Sound produced by percussion on the 
left side is dull, and by auscultation no respiratory murmur is di 
ble. The heart beats distinctly in the right side of the thorax. Under 
these circumstances, I was requested to visit this patient in counsel with 
five other medical men. It was unanimously agreed. that there was 


present ; and in fine, to sus the operation was neglecting the 
rational means which a ons.2-3y Providence had left the unfortunate 


E 
& 


3 
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is almost an animal being, possessing real and important functions pecu- 

liar to its own organization ; that an. aperture into. the chest was 

of 


“it would. cause 

val of accumulation, from the irritation it cause, and 
“ disturbance, sinking and danger it would induce,’ ought not to be 
mitied unless imperious necessity required it ; that previous to 
course to paracentesis of the thorax, a thorough attempt should be 


to promote absorption by invigorating the system, and augmenting 


aut 
pus or yep | sac 

n the question whether an operation for empyema should immediately 
be advised, there was a disparity of opinion. It was the belief of 
most of the counsel that the accumulation ought forthwith to be discherg- 
ed, by an opening made between the ribs. It was contended that 
idea of its being removed by was inconsisteot—tbat 
the operation only diminished the chance of recovery, because the 
patient was constantly losing strength, and the matter increasing, which 
im the end must be evacuated under less favorable circumstances than cl 
_. . the present symptoms were not _ urgent, = 
consequent days’ dela poe not increase the d essen- 
tories ; that pus, water, fat, muscle, cartilage, tendon, and even bone, 
had all at times been eliminated from the system by the energetic action 
of the absorbent to the immortal J. Hunter; 


TH 


afl? 


air, emitting the ordinary respi 
being less audible and distinct 


? 


Case VI.—April 15, 1830. Salathiel Patch of Brandon, aged 30 


of a good 
ti From 


constitution, was attacked, as he states, with a lung fever 


was confined to the house five or six weeks ; dur- 


above a whisper, confined w on his left side ; his legs drawn up, 


head inclined towards the left » or rather towards the breast ; 
cannot bear being raised or any turn. towards the right side ; pulse 
180 per minute. Cough » and raises consi 


muco-puru- 
lent matter. Left side much enlarged, and the cellular substance on the 


the heart discoverable in the left side. In the right, the action of the 
heart is heard distinctly. The respiratory crepitus sonorous, and with- 


ration obviously denoted the formation of the matter ex - Aa 
and evidently by ulceration of one or both lungs. 


morbid action, 
symptoms 


of the right side denoted that lung to be compressed 


, and 


demonstrated it to be by the accumulation of 


of the treatment. He gradually improved, and in the | 
. td and be 
on either side. The heart, however, did not return to 
till some time afterwards. There was no sensible 
quired tolerable, : not sound health. 
January, 1858.—He is now aboot 7 years of , and although called 
well, he is a feeble boy ; easily fatigued, cepecialy by running, 
i stairs. Apparently there is no eptible difference in 
eidee of the chest. i examioetion of both sides shows that 
each is pervious to tory 
Is the left lung Orare the minute ramilications 
the bronchiez closed by adhesion I 
a soon failed, to 
| bed, where he has remained till this time. He is now unable to speak 
beats considerably to the right of the sternum ; resonance on percussion, 
| on the left side of the thorax, none—in the right side there is distinct 
| ‘resonance. With the stethoscope, no respi murmur or action of 
| In this instance the conclusions drawn from the stethoscopic examina- 
| tion enabled me to urge with more earnestness, than I otherwise could 
| have done, the importance of an immediate tion, to evacuate the 
| matter contained in the left side of the chest. Had there been any evi- 
| dence of an organic change of: considerable extent in the right lung, it is 
evident an operation w not have been attended with any essential 
a short relief, since the questionable ex 
mat- 


le 
time had entirely been despaired of. 
The extreme distress which he experienced 
inability of being raised, rendered it 


of position in the as ible. A ith blankets on 
it was placed neer the side ofthe bed, and i shoulders laid 
on it in such a manner as to leave a space on the under side of the 

» between the seventh and eighth ribs. matter, pure 
pus, gushed out so forcibly it appeared of no use to pass in a tube. As 
the patient improved in proportion as the matter discharged, it was suf- 
fered to continue till a little over seven quarts, which weighed sisteen 
pounds, were . After the pus ceased discharging, the wound 


3 


matter continued to discharge till January, 1831, when 
side entirely closed. The quantity of matter di 
th thinks could not have 


and raised freely a purulent matter, in a like that 
from his side. This, however, abated in March, 1831. 

_ December 18, 1882.—The left side has fallen in or contracted, and 
the left shoulder settles down when he walks. With the stethoscope 
respiratory murmur can be discovered in any part of the left side of ¢ 


Empyema. $18 
ter in the other side. The matter caughed or hawked wp could come 
from no other place than dhs of 
bronchial tubes first begin their ramifications, the state of which, I regret, : 
was not at that time particularly observed by the application of the ste- 
thoscope. The healthy crepitus, with the exception of the sonorous 

‘variety emitted by the respiration of the right lung, could not have exist- 
rom t circumstances mya propriety of an operation, not 
only as a means of tem relief from distress, but as a measure which 
recovery, which for some 
on moved, and his 
to avoic as much 
he had an extremely faint or sinki xysm, but ulti 
trom to-0 stato. In this snstance I had the advice as- 
sistance of my friend Dr. S. A. Dyer, of pepe! in whose care I left 
the patient. the bark and wine, 
and. ordered to syringe the cavity of the thorax -first with tepid water ; 
if the discharge became copious, to substitute lime-water ; if thin or vi- 
tiated, to add to it tincture of myrrh ; and, if this did not speedily produce 
a salutary change in the appearance of the matter, to use a solution of 
corrosive sublimnate, in the proportion of ten grains of the sublimate to a 
pint of pure water. 

Under this course of treatment he steadily improved. The matter 
never became of a bad quality, so as to require the use of the lime-water 
or sublimate injection. B June following he was able to ride, and the 

the orifice in hig 

at his side, in 

a barrel.’ Dur- 

sternal articulation, and pom this is feeble. No pectoriloquism can be 
discovered. On percussion, resonance dull. The heart beats regularly 

| in its natural position. The lung on the right side, from observation 


Remarks on the Cholera. 


with the appears healthy. He is in health and spirits, 
not with a cough. or violent exertion causes 


continued) 


"To the Bditor of the Boston Medical ond Surgical Journal. 


Stn,—In the 17th number of the present volume of dur’ Jouredl. is a 


y 
from valuable correspondent ‘ Senex,’ which I have 
Many of his ‘after thoughts on cholera’ 
Numerous are the pamphlets and ations already 
before the public, the extensive rav destroyer of 
mankind ; and yet how little, in view of all A nan mh 
f retention ! What has hitherto been laid down in regard to the 
de cholera? To what source shall we 
one ent for the gratification of his laudable curiosity, 
Upon this is bran of subject, previous accounts are 
contradictory. The little thet’ is. valuable lies buried in 
something meets eye with thes 
matured in judgment, acute at discrimination, 
only to throw around the subject the clear light of truth and reason. 
this character is the communication of Senex, already referred to—though 
‘mere it notwithstanding, contains much 
tion v to student ti- 
Tho main hitherto, with the great body of 
men, in regard to this disease, has been the fale medium through which 


of some foreign clime. Vi across the Atlantic, it assumed a 


giving us an its magnitude and power proporti to 


distance at which it was seen. Consequently, at home, 
known and familiar, were overlooked and forgotten, while new ones, 
means of application endowed by magic, were 
which e honored a better cause. But happily for community, 


we have reason to believe this illusion is passing away, and the light of 


reality and common sense ng upon us 

Having had the charge of a Hospital connected with an Alms House, 
in which the cholera prevailed during the last summer, I can say I ‘have 
seen something, as well as read muc of the disease. Our 


$14 
to pe eT tenaed Witt spare ‘ success, when we 
| consider the kind of material we had to work upon—of which the two 
cases related below may be taken as fair examples. Three fourths of 
all attacked recovered, and one half of the fatal cases were not seen till 
they had far advanced in the stage of collapse. The treatment was based 
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m the same rules and principles laid down by Senex, and it is from 
din doxeunnen that his views harmonize so af with the result of my 
experience, that Iam led to make these remarks. 
the disease will tolerate almost any kind of treatment—enything w 
will make a pronaee impression upor the system, than that made by the 


disease. Upon this principle, and this only, can we reconcile the many _ 
_ contradictory accounts of success, and ite modes of 

which come to us so well authenticated. There is, however, a deci 
preference in the kind of treatment, both in point of science and speedy 
convalescence. As a general rule, on the one hand a consecutive fever 


in this vital chain be supplied, and the treatment of cholera wi 
disease will then be divested of its terrors. — 


deranged this 
call calomel the basis, and opium the adj ita line roost be drawn 
between these two important articles. But in my opinion both are indi- 
cated in conjunction and should form. the basis, while other articles and 
may be called adj am thus strenuous in 


marks of Senex ca elsating any member 
this agent. There i 
cases, in which I have known calomel and opium fail without 


crease in the number of our remedies, or in the variety of their powers, 
was indicated, thus giving a centrifugal direction to their force, or trans- 
lating action from one part to another. The importance of tinct. 
upon this principle in such cases, is illustrated as follows. — ° 


: _ the total loss of sympathy or con- 
sent between the nervous system and ny ag in the stage of col- 
lapse, are very important. This fact must be evident to every one who 
has seen a genuine fatal case of the disease. It may well be style on 

is 
be com- 
% in altaching great importance to opium in the early s ‘ : 
the first or fecal stage, it is generally sufficient to subdue he gnpome— 
but I think it far more sure conjoined with the blue pill. In the colli- | 
quative stage, mercury in some form (and I think calomel the best), is 
very essential. Calomel in this stage is indicated for two very importas | 
purposes, viz. Ist, to make an impression upon the system ; and Zod, to 
‘are (00 apt to u as articles whi or 
be omitted in prescription. thi ight only de I think the re- 
proiession, 
one set of 
the aid of 
tinct. cantharides, viz. old inebriates and opium eaters. Here the sto- 
mach having been so long subjected to the constant and excessive de- 
mands of alcohol and opium upon its energies, it had become insuscepti- 
ble to the remedial effect of almost any agent, or rather, perhaps, so far 
insusceptible, as to admit of no impression upon a given point, as it were, 
sufficient to overcome the disease. Under these circumstances, an in- 
Case I.—A male, aged 56, for 
attacked in the usual manner with di and other premonitory symp- 
toms of cholera. The diarrhoea had been partially checked, when some- 


; moderate irritati horizontal posture. From inat- 
tention it returned with redoubled violence, and speedily ran into the 
second or colliquative stage ; here. opium and calomel, neither in increased 


‘doses, nor given at diminished intefvals, seemed to have any 


permanent 

effect. Six profuse stools rapidly followed each other during the night. 
incessant now were the discharges, and great their quantity, that the 

jent in despair stuffed his trowsers with rolls of oakum, and 

such position as it would most "Te thie coudl- 
effect was produced 

the urinary organs ; the urine, imi i | 


il 


ture gi opium ca- 
Jomel in large quantities, and wed injec- 
tions, strong irritation, &c. When the urinary organs became 
affected, an of the symptoms followed—character of the stools 
wes soon the patient discharged — 
withio five days from the attack. In these cases I have made mention 
of the m of diarrhoea only—deeming it unnecessary to detail the 
others, so 


more extensive application in the treatment of 

received ; and that upon the principle already 
ter 


laid down, it will a cure in subjects of a different character from 
what I have described, when under given circumstances other articles 
spine or of the chighe would probally tsp of 

spine or insi ighs w produce the desired effect, 
at least so far as the urinary organs are concerned. Dereadien 
speak from actual experience upon this point. D. . 


SURGICAL SKETCHES OF PARIS, BY AN AMERICAN STUDENT.—NO. Ill. 
| [Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Janvany 27.—For the last two or three days Dupuytren has been 

on in t wing manner. i jecting from 

Os uteri were seized with double-hooked like. those used for 

the excision of the tonsils. ‘The woman was ordered to bear down with 
tumor 


A 


all her force, the operator at the same time drawing upon the 


$16 Surgical Sketches of Paris.—No. III. 
what advanced in the fecal stage, by opium two grains and blue pill tes 
Calvi ANG OpiuLl alter ene me stools 
and the patient recovered. 
to the oakum by the patient, 
ym of the mechanical principle 

alluded to by your New York correspondent in No. 17. 
=—E. M., a female sged 60, an inveterate opium-eater anil 
inebriate. In this case the attack was almost instantaneous—-so extreme- 
| 


Surgical Sketches of Paris.—No. III. | $17 


second and third forceps were successively planted in the which 
was finally drawn entirely without the varie, and cut at es, pedicle 
with a pair of curved scissors. In both cases the polypi were of the 
fibro-cellular kind, hard, almost of the consistence of cartilage, about the 


size of a pear, with a large yee Dupuytren gave us a very excellent 
t 


lecture on the anatomy three kinds of polypi. Those under-con-. 
sideration, the fibro-cellular, he says he has always operated on by ex- 
cision, where there is a pedicle ; that in no case has there ever been any 
of consequence. In these cases, though the pedicles were 
large, and the vessels entering the tumor of considerable size, yet there - 
was no blood lost. That excision had the advantage over ligature, 1. 
In not keeping the patient in a state of suspense. 2. That he had seen 
a number of cases, in which ligature was used, terminate fatally by peri- 
toneal inflammation ; and Sdly, that the horrible state to which the tumor 
was reduced before falling off, and the frequent retention of urine caused 
by its presence low down in the vagina, were sufficient reasons by them- 
selves for preferring excision.—I yesterday heard Marjolin lecture on the 
same subject. He also prefers excision, a ¥ he not agree with 
Dupuytren that it is entirely without danger of hemorrhage. Both pa- 
Eos bad of le of erectile 
tren te two —— cases tumors, 
formed by a varicose state of the ‘aldhen odo the ear, which is double 
its natural size, has somewhat the appearance of a commencing cancer, 
and bleeds when the patient makes any great effort. Fifteen years since, | 
Dupuytren tied the carotid in this man, which had no other effect than 
to prevent the increase of the tumor. The man, who was a porter, was 
advised to change his occupation for one requiring less muscular effort. 
A second case was that of a man 30 years of age ; the upper lip was 
double its natural size. On com ion the blood was entirely expelled; 
but this being relaxed, the tumor immediately formed again, with ern 
four jerks synchronous with the pulsation of the heart. Dupuytren tied 
the two labial arteries, but with no effect. . He has now determined to 
apply a small apparatus which shall compress the lip internally and ex- 


I have just commenced a course of accouchements at Madame 
La Chapelle’s, spending one or two hours there every day after din- 
ner. She gives us a short lecture ; we then manceuvre on the machine, 
and one or two women present themselves daily for examination, in 
different states of pregnancy. Accouchements ha from time to 


de la Maternité. 
February 10.—In my last I mentioned the excision of two polypi 
from the uterus by Dupuytren. Since the operation, one of the pati 

has died. On examination, the uterus was extensively diseased, 
so that the death of the patient could not be attributed entirely to the 
operation, though perhaps it was hastened by it. Weighing the merits 
and defects of the two modes of operating, by excision and ligature, J 


time, at which almost any one can be present by paying a couple c 
francs. Madame La Chapelle is a most intelligent and extraordinary 
woman, about 25 years of age. She studied under ber mother, who 
ing the time of at 


Surgical Sketches of Paris.—No. IIL. 
to give my vote for the former.—Dupuytren gave us 


a few days since on the comparative success of amputation in 


Paris, and came to the conclusion that the surgeon may consider himself 
_ very fortunate if he save one patient out of two. Most of them, he 
says, are subjects who have been much reduced by poor living, and a 
long, lingering disease ; and when offered for operation, are in a parti- 
cularly unfavorable state Larrey, surgeon in chief during the 
siege of Antwerp, was at Hétel Dieu yesterday, and states that he saves 
about four patients out of five ; that the are in most 
cases immediately, and succeed more vently than when the patient 


24 or 48 hours after the wound was received.—I have twice seen 
operation for fistula lachrymalis. It 
a 


consists in turing the sac bistoury, ca the 
knife down to the bony canal. A small silver canula, half on-ingh or 
more in length, is placed in the canal, fistulous ing healed 


jent in a s almost that ign body is left in 
A desertion of ished in 
tren’s Lecons, just out.—I have seen Boyer 
or fistula in ano. © His first steps are the same 
finishes by seizing with his forceps the indurated 
let of the fistula, which he entirely 
of his knife. The dressing consists of a 
ood, covered with lint, introduced .into the 
lint in the external wound. By this pro- 
says, he scarcely ever fails to have a perfect cure, except 
esterday I visited the hospital St. Louis, where 
at present has a v surgical ward under his care, and 
cases ; in fact, it seems 
more advantages than any hospital I have yet attended. The 
‘thigh. No extension is em ; a rolled bandage is 

ied from the foot to the pelvis. Four small splints, eight or ten 

, extending from below the foot to the pelvis. The small 
placed upon the splints, are stuffed with straw cut very fine.—I 
vA cataracte noir, both being extracted.—To- 
two amputations.— Yesterda puytren operated 

i boy 8 years of age, fr simple harelip edges were made 
scissors, and the pins applied ; no bandage was made use of. 
27.—During the last week, from the interruption occasioned ~ 
Carnival, we have had no operations of great consequence at the 
Dieu ; I have, however, attended La Charité aes » and have 
witnessed several interesting cases. Roux operated a fortnight since for 
excision of the elbow-joint, in a case of white swelling. An incision 
was first made across the joint below the olecranon, another in front of 
the arm, and these two joined by a cross cut over the elbow. The flaps 
were then dissected up,'a piece of wood. being placed behind the bone, to 
protect the muscles from the saw. The bone was first sawn through above 


ceeding, 


dey before y 


dispose 
H 
| 
} 
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and the joint being dissected out, the bone was lastly sawn below the joint. 
The flaps were brought together by six sutures, which were tied in bow- ~ 
knots, in order that the wound might be opened without dividing the 
threads, in case of hemorrhage. I have seen the patient once or twice 
since ; the wound is healing after a good deal of suppuration, but the pa- 
tient looks miserably, liaving when I saw him been without a passage 
from his bowels for fourteen days, Roux being afraid to give him a ca- 
thartic, on account of the erysipelas which prevails at present in the 
ferent hospitals ; so bigoted are they here on this subject. The pa 
has had an enema once or-twice, but without effect. Roux’says it is of 
no . I have observed an iinmense number of patients suf- 
fering in the same way. The last case of excision of the elbow joint by 
Roux, has ‘since been amputated ou account of excessive suppuration. 
I see Roux and Boyer frequently amputate the breast here, for cancer ; 
- it may be said to be beautifully ed out. Two sweeping cuts and a 
little dissection take away the whole breast, skin and all, down to the 
very circumference. There is none of that nice dissection of the ss. 
of the axilla, which forms the most difficult part of the operation. ‘These 
are all left in most cases. [I have seen Roux now and then venture up 
as far as the axilla, but never into it, nor so far as to carry the incisioa 
on to the arm. After the operation, an immense circular opening is 
and this is filled up with ligt and allowed to heal by granulation. I am 
assured here, that. if you trace these patients home, half of them have the 
disease reappear in six months or a year.-—A few days since Roux per- 
formed the operation of tying the femoral artery for popliteal aneurism. 
- After cutting down on the artery, instead of applying to it a single liga. 
wre, he confined on its external comple we of wood, rather more 
than an inch in length, by two ligatures. His object is to obliterate the 
calibre of the artery, without rupturing the internal coat. The patient 
thus far does well.—A singular case offered yesterday, at the consulta- © 
tion, of a boy § years of age, with chorea affecting the muscles of the 
voice, the patient barking like a dog. Dupuytren said that he had a 
case a few months since, of so severe a character that the patient was 
a burden to himself and his friends. All common means of cure had 
failed, and Dupuytren determined to try what a powerful shock of the 
nervous system would effect. He had the boy brought into the amphi- 
theatre naked, and strongly confined. - Then having heated, red hot, one 
of the large cauterizing irons, he approached it to the boy’s belly, and 
told him that if he barked he should immediately touch him. The boy 
was greatly terrified, and made every exertion in his power to restrain 
himself ; but finally barking, was immediately touched, and a large blister 
made on the skin. For a month after, the affection did not declare itself, 
ut finally returning, the boy was again submitted to the same méans, 
and has not barked since. Dupuytren will no doubt try this in the pre 
sent case, if other means fail. 
on tude 
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| AMPUTATION OF TUMORS BY FRICTION WITH IODINE. 
We had in attendance, some weeks ago, a female of about 30 years of 
age, of strumous constitution, but general good health, who was troubled 
_ by a large tumor on the back. It was situated just on the left of the 
lumbar vertebra, was very hard, moveable with the integuments, and the 
ize of a common saucer. If a saucer had been inserted in the flesh of 
that part, it would have produced a like degree of elevation above the 
surrounding surface. Having witnessed the good effects of iodine in 
similar cases, we prescribed fifteen drops of the tincture three time a day, 
‘and directed the tumor, and the surface around it to the extent of one 
inch, to be soundly rubbed, morning and evening, with an ointment of the 
hydriodate, two drachms to the ounce. Under this treatment, the tumor 
was not, as we anticipated, diminished in size. Absorption appeared in 
no degree to have been excited by the vigorous use of these agents. The | 
tumor was indolent. It had existed for months, and if any difference was 
discernible under the treatment, it was a slight increase of the size of the 
- swelling. The skin was discolored, and an eruption of fine papule took 
. place in consequence of the friction, but no ulceration resulted from it. 
After a fortnight, however, the whole tumor suppurated freely, and on 
opening it a very large quantity of purulent matter was evacuated. The 
discharge continued abundant for a few days. All the dressings were 
saturated, and the day and bed clothes of the patient bore sufficient testi- 
mony to the profuseness of the evacuation. By uniform pressure, first 
around the borders and gradually approximating the opening, the cavity 
has become obliterated except in the immediate vicinity of the aperture, 
and it is daily growing smaller. The discharge is now very trifling, and 
not a vestige of tumefaction remains.—There are indications of a similar 
disease on the other side the sphincter.—We were at a loss whether the 
thorough and rapid suppuration was to be attributed to the iodine, or to 
some other incidental agent ; but the following remarks, which were 
made in the course of a discussion in the London Medical Society, seem 

to favor the idea that the iodine should have the credit. As they are in- 
structive on this point, we copy them from the Lancet. 

Mr. Denpy engaged the attention of the members by the brief 
outline of a case in which iodine ed itself in an apparently new 
and highly important character. He had, he said, lately directed consi- 
derable attention to the uses of iodine, and should have prese 

inquiries into the peculiar nature of some other remedial means displayed 
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Amputation of Tumors by Friction with Iodine. set 


that medicine. A was sent to him, some time since, Mr. 
face of the lad, however, he found a species of encysted tumor, approxi- 
mating to the nature of a wen ; not an enlargement of the parotid ) 
but having commenced, rh in one of the sub-maxillary 
extirpation as though it wou a highly dangerous expedient. 
He (Mr. D) therefore determined on attempting its reduction with 
iodine, a remedy which proved successful, though he was not prepared to 
find such effects produced by it as were developed on this occasion, and 
which he hoped would ultimately put us in the way of accomplishing some 
cures in malignant diseases. In the present case he began by 
rubbing the unguentum ; potasse around the circ » or 
base, of the tumor (not on its centre), with a view to mage a local 
effect there. This excited, first of all,.a blush on the skin, and caused a 


from the neighboring parts. This he regarded as a good si it led 
him to anticipate the ultimate result. case, thus Hts on for five 


the wound healed, the boy became perfectly well, and he shortly after 
_ went to sea. Now when it was remembered how difficult a thing it was 
to take out a malignant tumor, he (Mr. D.) entertained a hope that we 
should by and by possess a sufficient f of the power of iodine to effect 
such an exact amputation as would allow no part of the tumor to remain 
behind to cause a reproduction of the disease, as to be induced to substi- 


ing produced by the ulceration around the tumor, it was then sepa-. 
rape® Satie, by the consequent di ization of all its points of 
attachment. 


Mr. Proctor ht the suggestion, ng see y the case, a very 
hoidal tu- 


came to 


~ veins of the leg, friction with a considerable quantity of mercurial oint- 


pe. precent only for an ulcer arising from varicose — 


peculiar sensation of creeping at the base of the tumor. | the ‘same 
time he gave five drops of the tincture of iodine, two or three times en 
On his second visit to the patient, a distinct line of demarcation was 
servable, surrounding the tumor, and isolating it at the surface c< 
wet 5, De perrormec 0 or nree ime 
the end of the third or fourth week, an ulcerated circumference was esta- 
blished at the base of the tumor, which soon afterwards was discharged 
from the cheek. Granulations then came up on the deserted 
tute this remedy for the knife or ligature. e process in the present 
instance, he imagined, was this—the irritation caused by the ung. hyd. | 
as in exfoliation of bone. A line of demarca- 
mors, where the iodine would be far less irritating than the ligature. 
The President had never known iodine, compounded of one drachm to 
the ounce of sperm. cerat., produce ulceration by friction, though he had 
seen extraordinary removals of tumors, by simply painting the part with 
a camel’s hair brush dipped in the tincture. He a few particulars of 
a case of ‘ extraordinary tumor of the abdomen, extending from the hypo- 
> u ly occupyi umbilical region, 
which had so puzzled a number of alleen men, that we * could not tell 
whether it was an enlarged ovary, or an enlargement of the liver!’ or 
even, may be, an enlargement of the spleen. The items, after such a 
rs grees: it would be profitless to particularize ; we therefore merely 
the _ as a lost woman, and 
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meat first of all, with the addition in a week of half a drachm of pow- 
dered opium to the ounce of ointment ; then (this being stopped in six or 
seven days in consequence of dreadful ‘sick headache poeemenian) a rub- 
bing-in-of iodine, one drachm to the ounce of spermaceti ointment, and 
the administration of five drops of the tincture of iodine three times a day, 
continued for three months—all these things produced such an effect on 
ae mg comme tumor, that the president had no doubt it would soon 
disappear ; a happy result to the unfortunate roeet, whose abdo- 


INFLUENZA IN. ENGLAND. 


. Tar latest accounts represent this malady as having so far declined as sta 


give no occasion for further alarm. Its total duration may be cstimated 
at about six weeks, commencing early in April and continuing to about 
the middle of May. The cause of its occurrence at this particular time 
is, ‘8 sual with catarrhal epidemics, involved in much obscurity. The 
month of April, however, is mentioned as having presented uncommon 
vicissitudes, and being more disagreeable than usual, The number of 
persons who have fallen victims to the disease cannot be accurately esti- 
mated : that the increase of mortality in consequence of it was considera- 
ble, does not admit of doabt. In London, the week ending April 13 ex- 

its an increase of deaths, over the preceding, of 266 ; that ending the 


— 20th, an additional increase of 209 ; and that ending the 27th, a farther 


increase of 165—making the entire increase of the last week, 640. 

- Many of the circumstances attending it mark a strong similarity to the 
epidemic catarrh which hes repeatedly prevailed among us. It is stated 
that the disease has proved particularly fatal to old persons ; that those 
previously laboring wader any disease ‘of the lungs, have had the symp- 
toms increased ; and that patients in hospitals, suffering under other 


‘maladies, have bad this superadded. As respects treatment, reports are 


very various and apparently not very consistent ; but so far as any gene- 
ral fact ean be deduced from them, it is that it soquided at its onset more 
active means for its relief, than after it had continued for two or three 
weeks. “At first we find the benefits of active depletion strongly 
insisted ob, and bloodletting particularly recommended in the most une- 
quivocal manner. But in its progress it seems to have been found that 
bloodletting was neither so safe nor so useful as had been supposed. Ie 
ig said in the Medical Gazette of April 20th, that under the use of saline 
disphoretics, warm diluents, and a short coufinement to the bed, most 
cases lose their urgent character in ashort period, 

. Accounts from the continent agree in atating the prevalence of « simi- 


‘ 
ae UE CANCd (HS Lreppe, Case 
and dysentery. It seems by no means unlikely that the epidemic will 
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Sad tte. way the: Atlantic: ta the. of wister, 
afford an opportunity, by no means desirable, of a personal acquaintance. 
A singular calculation has recently been ‘made by M. Villermé, of 
Paris, the result of which goes to show that the influence of civilization 
has been to render epidemics less frequent in modern times, and to equal- 
ize the mortality of successive years. In drawing up the following table, — 
for the city of Paris, the author reckons as epidemic years those in which 
there was an increase of deaths amounting to more than one tenth above | 
those immediately before or after. He found there were six epidemic 
years out of thirteen in the 17th century ; five from 1709 to 1720 ; five 
from 1731 to 1740; four from 1741 to 1750 ; four from 1761 to 1770; 
four from 1781 to 1790; three from 1801 to 1810; two from 1821 to 
1830. Another observation, which may hereafter be connected with the 
former to form some general law, is that epidemics in the country afe 
more destructive in proportion to the usual mortality than in cities. 
This remark has been made among us with reference to the more fre- 
quent forms of epidemic disease here ; and we find it confirmed in regard 
to some countries in Europe, by exact calculations. Jt appears, from 
authenticated records, that during the early part of the last century, the 
epidemics which occurred in London and other principal cities in Eng- 
land, carried off no more than a third, a fourth, or a fifth, in addition to 
the mortality of usual years ; whilst in the country, an epidemic year has 
_ sometimes numbered with the dead ten, fifteen, eighteen, or twenty times 
as many as died in a common year. On so slight a foundation as the 
facts just mentioned, it may seem impertinent to theorize ; but it appears 
to ws that @ cause distinct from the influence ‘of civilization may render 
epidemics more fatal in the country than in cities, and in small cities than 
in great. We know, from a multitude of observations, that the subtle 
principle which produces epidemic disease is modified, and in some de- 
gree neutralized, by various volatile substances, the products of chemical 
operations, dissolved in the atmosphere. This observation has been veri- 
fied in the neighborhood of sugar refineries, laboratories, and other 
establishments exhaling odors more useful than agreeable. Now the 
amount of these volatile productions existing in a crowded city, and mo- 
difying the natural constitution of the atmosphere, is at all times exceed- 

ingly great ; and it is not unreasonable to suppose that they may so far 
influence its epidemic character, in seasons of prevalent disease, as to — 
render the increase of mortality far less, although its usual average may 
exceed that of the country. We suggest this only as a probable expla- 
nation of the fact, so far as it is known to exist ; for in many instances 
the fact itself is reversed ; and in some of the greatest pestilences, both 
in ancient and modern times, the cities have been the principal foci of 


the moth of June, 


_ The Cholera.—The cholera is prevailing with fearful malignity at New 
Orleans and in the West. The Mobile ister of the 8th inst. states 
het Hore were some deaths by cholera in th t cit Sorin, the week is 


et, we oe! no signs of its presence in any of the Northern or 
The seuson is ‘unusually a summer’s 


Cholera.—The following notice, extracted from the 
N: ¥ om. Advertiser, is somewhat difficult of explanation by those who 
suppose the cholera incapable vigcinetn communicated by contagion :— 


© We learn with regret that the brig Ajax, 15 days from New Orleans, 
bound to Liberia, wit witht vearly one and fifty on board, 
hes been compelled to put into Key West in distress lost omens 
and two blacks when she had been only two days out ; and the ship 
ter on board reported that thirty or fort the ex died o the 
cholera, while the brig was anchored off the town are said to 
have been as fine a set of emigrants as ever left this countiy. One hun- 
dred of them were from Kentucky—of whom ninety-six were slaves, and 
bad been manumitted upon condition of their deportation to Monrovia. 
Posty were from Tennessee, apd the residue from Ohio. Among those 
Kentucky, was a female brought up by Mrs. Wickliffe, Ted 9-8 
sessed a superior education and a gifted mind, and who was int for 
a teacher in Liberia.—The Ajax teft Key West on the 16th ult. for her 
place of destination. Since that time there had been from ten to fifteen 
cases in the town, nine of which had proved fatal, out of a lation of 
two hundred. No case had occurred between the 27th ult. Ist inst., 
and it was believed at the latter dates that the disease had left the Key.’ 


seeps tes Wells, and the remarks of Dr. Comstock on Delirium 
will appear next week. other avers we have received, bat not yet bed time to 


wi number of deaths in Boston for the week ending June 21, 19. Males, 9—Females, iin 
Of inte 4—old 1—disease of the 1 : 


I—throat distemper, 1 —inflammation scarlet 
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